
 

 

 

SUNKISSED GETAWAY THROUGH VILLAGES OF THE SOUTH, 

FROM RHONE ALPS TO PROVENCE  

 

This trip takes you to some of the most beautiful villages in the South of the 

Rhone Alps region ... as far as Provence. An infinite variety of landscapes, colors 

and scents! 

DAY 1: afternoon roundtrip from Lyon 

Pérouges 

North-east of Lyon, perched on a hilltop 

overlooking the river plains of the Rhône, this 

double-rampart-walled village, which was once a 

weaving centre, still bears the traces of its medieval 

past: historic 16th and 17th-century dwellings, 

alleyways with their uneven cobblestones, fortress-

church... An outstanding architectural ensemble 

embellished by contemporary features. 

A snack-break is the perfect opportunity to taste the 

village speciality: the sugar-topped galette (known as Galette de Pérouges – Thibaut 

registered trademark). Impossible to miss out on this simple yet ever-so deliciously 

scrumptious pastry!  

Back to Lyon after the visit 

 

DAY 2: Goodbye to Lyon !  

Mirmande... 

The hilltop village of Mirmande offers a 

breathtaking vista over the Rhône Valley. 

The village houses, nestling behind the ramparts, 

entwined in a maze of alleyways, proudly boast their 

enchanting, traditional stone facades and their antique 

doors. When silkworm breeding came to an end late in 

the 19th century, the village turned to fruit production 

which guaranteed its development and its fame ... as 

did the countless well-known figures who stopped off 

there: André Lhote, great Cubist painter who helped 

breathe new life into the village and, Haroun Tazieff, world-famous volcanologist, who was 

mayor from 1979 to 1989. 

By exploring the village streets, you will come across a host of artists and craftspeople... 

Enjoy! 



 

 

 

 

Le Poët-Laval 

 

This fortified village dominated by its imposing 

dungeon is located in the Jabron Valley, among fields of 

lavender and wheat. Former commandery of the Order 

of Hospitallers, today the castle, the vestiges of the 

Romanesque chapel of Saint Jean des Commandeurs 

and the ramparts remain from this period. 

 

 

 

Visit to a nougaterie in Montélimar 

 

The international fame of these sweet delicacy led 

Montélimar to become known as the Capital of Nougat. 

An ultimate noble product, it contains only natural 

ingredients including sugar, honey, almonds, pistachios, 

egg white and vanilla. You will visit an artisanal 

nougaterie where you will have the chance to discover 

a few trade secrets and, of course, get to enjoy a few 

bites of this famous confectionery! 

 

 

 

 

Arrival in  Vallon Pont d’Arc and the incredible natural 

arch that stands over 55 m tall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DAY 3: 

Pont d’Arc Cavern – Grotte Chauvet 2 

A journey into the heart of the reproduction of 

the cavern to discover some of humanity’s first 

artworks against an underground landscape that will 

take your breath away! Wander around and discover 

the ever-so magical concretions, the paleontological 

remains on beneath your feet, and the hundreds of 

drawings and engravings on the walls. The frescoes 

have been faithfully replicated and, by pushing 

attention to detail even further, the teams even 

reproduced the dampness, the smells and the temperature of the original cave. 

 

Next, move on to the Aurignacian Gallery where you will be free to visit as you please, to 

learn about the environment, the fauna and flora known by the women and men who lived 

on our lands 36,000 years ago. 

 

Balazuc 

Perched on its cliff overlooking the Ardèche 

River, this former stronghold of the “Lords of Balazuc” 

still bears many traces from its medieval past: its 

maze of winding alleyways, vaulted passageways, 

castle, fortified Romanesque church and village 

gateways are all original features relating its history. 

The most energetic among you may decide to head 

downhill to the water’s edge or, do the opposite and, 

climb to the top of the village to admire the collection 

of original creations in the Maison des Artisans (Art & 

Craft Centre). 

Vogüé... 

The historic heart of the village, set in the limestone 

cliff, fans out like an amphitheatre around the edges of 

the gorges. In the old village, tightly-packed houses 

with their medieval arcades in the Rue des Puces live 

harmoniously with rustic-style water wells and 

contemporary architectural design... the Romanesque 

chapel proudly boasts stained-glass windows created 

by the painter, Alfred Manessier. The tour of the 

Château of Vogüé will take you on a journey through 

the history of this building and the Vogüé family, as you discover its various elements such 

as the dungeon, the chapel and the Vivarais Assembly Room. Then wander outside into 

the enchanting hanging garden, known as the Marquise’s garden for a magnificent view 

over the village and the Ardèche Mountains. 



 

 

 

DAY 4:  

 

Lavender Museum 

Embark on a journey, through fields overflowing with 

lavender, that will whisk you off to a marvellous world 

of colours and fragrances. You will watch and learn as 

essential oil is extracted through a traditional flower 

distillation process, discover a collection of stills and 

yesteryear’s tools, then move on into a botanical 

garden to savour a myriad of delightful Provencal 

scents.  

 

 

 

Aiguèze  

One side perched on a cliff overlooking the Ardèche 

gorges, the other turned towards the Côtes du Rhône 

vineyards...  

The dual exposure of this former fortress entices 

through its simplicity and through its outstanding 

setting 

 

 

Jam-making workshop... 

Pascale will welcome you to her workshop where she 

makes delicious jams in the traditional way which she 

then sells on markets around the region. She was 

awarded Gold Medal for Gard Gourmand 2019.  

Fruit sorting, cutting, cooking: you will lend a hand and 

actually be fully involved in all the jam-making steps, 

especially the final one:  tasting! 

After this sugary-sweet moment, the journey continues to Avignon. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DAY 5: 

 

Avignon 

Avignon, world-famous artistic and cultural 

showcase, impresses with its rich heritage. You 

will definitely be charmed by its 17th and 18th-

century mansions that cover the whole historic 

centre, by its gardens, its churches ...  

You will visit the Palais des Papes, the world’s 

largest Gothic fortress and explore the world of 

the Popes back in the 14th century. As you stroll through the rooms, you will discover their 

daily life and the splendour. 

 

Roussillon  

This village is unlike any other with its magnificent 

site sculpted by water, wind and the human 

hand and its incredible palette of fantastically-

vivid colours, ranging from off-white to golden 

yellow, blood red through to dark purple. Wander 

through the village streets, the picturesque flights of 

steps that connecting the different levels, discover the 

nooks and crannies and admire the brightly-coloured 

facades. 

 

Then on to discover the ochre trail that will lead you to the “Giants’ Causeway” and, right 

in the middle, the fairy chimneys... a multicoloured explosion!  

 

Gordes... 

You will be amazed by the contrast as you move on 

from the red village of Roussillon to the golden-

blond-stone village of Gordes. It was an 

inspiration for many artists including Marc Chagall, 

Victor Vasarely, André Lhote and Pol Mara who fell 

under this perched village’s spell and decided to 

settle there. Enjoy a stroll through the village and 

discover, around a turn in a cobbled alleyway 

(calade), incomparable viewpoints over the 

surrounding countryside. Vaults, arches, sundials, 

dates engraved in stone, cisterns and silos (Théâtre des Terrasses), the Fontaine Basse 

(former wash house), private mansions, bourgeois houses, and so much more... 



 

 

DAY 6:  

We invite you to choose between 2 visits for this last morning... difficult choice as each 

one is well worth the trip!  

- The Bories Village... This cemetery-less, 

churchless hamlet is typical of the temporary dwellings 

which, in Mediterranean regions, would double the 

permanent village dwellings and was related to 

seasonal agricultural work. These dry-stone 

constructions are amazing examples of manual work.  

 

Important: to reach the Bories, you need to walk 1.7 

km. 

- Sénanque Abbey... Nestling in the heart of a 

glen, this abbey is one of the most powerful examples 

of primitive Cistercian architecture (12th century). A 

community of Cistercian monks continues to live 

there today. This community has opened its doors so 

visitors can follow a monastic itinerary through the 

12th-century buildings: the abbey church, the 

cloisters, the chapter house, the warming room and 

the former dormitory. 

 

Baux de Provence... 

 

The village of Baux de Provence can only be visited 

(fortunately) on foot. You will discover beautiful old 

houses restored with great taste and talent, exquisite 

Renaissance facades and a few outstanding private 

mansions that now accommodate art galleries and 

museums. 

 

 

NOTE :  

This programme can be divided according to available schedule 

No contractual photos 

 



 

 

 

 

 


